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Play, considered as wasted time by most adults, is in fact the most natural learning 

environment for the child, and is a most serious activity at all ages. During the preparation of 

child to life, play also tells mothers, fathers and educators how child interprets life. Perhaps a 

most crucial function of play is enabling child to show progress in all fields. Children spend a 

substantial part of the day playing games. And more often than not, the play thing is a toy. 

The play materials are just as important as the play to the child's development. Toys are tools 

or mechanisms with real or imaginary functions developed and designed to help children to 

play games. Parents and educators should provide the child with the appropriate materials at 

all stages of development and at all ages. Today's vast industry of toy making feeds a market 

of many toys and similar materials which may or may not have an educational purpose or 

function. A good toy needs to be suitable –shape and size wise– for the purpose it shall serve 

in the hands of the child, multi-dimensional, long lasting, and simple, while also supporting 

the development fields of the child, and at the same time precluding any potential risks and 

hazards. Children value their toys regardless of their price tags and qualities. After a certain 

age, the child, with the support of parents and teachers, is inclined to produce his/her own 

toys, and make the parents participants in this production process. Children love to play with 

what they themselves had built. 

 

"Toy Factory Workers" project intends to enable families to spend quality time with their 

children, and to make parents participants in the production of toys alongside their children. 

Twenty parents were involved in the project. Within the framework of the project, a seminar 

on the importance of play was offered to the parents, as well as a workshop on the 

manufacturing of educational toys. In the first place, the views of the parents on play and toys 

were asked in a preliminary survey. The post-project survey sought to understand the views of 



parents on play and toys, and the differences among the results of both surveys were 

interpreted under the light of the literature. 

In the 21st Century, parents both benefit from the fruits of technological advances, and face 

certain obstacles in their relationship with their children. Faced with ever limited periods 

spent with their children, parents feel the need to make the best use of the little time they get 

to spend together. On the other end of the spectrum, there are some parents who have more 

time to spend with their children, yet have some room for improvement in making the most 

efficient and productive use of that time. In this project activities were organized with parents 

who participated on a voluntary basis. It is intended to have those parents to serve as 

voluntary educators for other groups of parents, in the name of extending and widening the 

impact of the project. 


